The Issue of Genuine Conversion:

Dear friend,

You hold this book in your hand because you are concerned about your soul…about genuine conversion… about salvation in Jesus Christ. This material has grown out of almost twenty years of my preaching God’s Word verse-by-verse. But it has also grown out of my personal experience of conversion and seeing so many false professions of faith in the church today.

Like so many in the church today, I made two false professions of faith as a young boy before I was truly converted by the power of God’s Spirit and the power of His gospel. I understand what it is to be lost…and a lost church member. I understand what it is to wrestle with doubt about salvation and eternity. I struggled with this for twenty five-years of my life (as did my wife!).
The church today is full of unconverted members because of a faulty “evangelism” that has equated “walking an aisle” in a church or praying a “sinner’s prayer” or responding to an “altar call” as salvation. These things do not have the power to save, and neither Jesus nor any of the apostles ever appealed to such a thing for conversion. 

Conversion is a miracle of God’s grace (Ephesians 2:8-9) in the heart of a sinner that comes through the hearing of the gospel (Romans 1:16, 10:17) and the convicting power of the Holy Spirit (John 16:8-9) that leads to “repentance toward God and faith toward our Lord Jesus Christ” (Acts 20:21).
Once a person as been truly converted by the power of God’s Holy Spirit, there will be some evidences…some fruits…some marks that prove that he has been saved! Jesus said it this way...

“Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them.” (Matthew 7:17-20) 
Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 
My prayer for you as you read this little booklet is that you would not evaluate your eternal destiny by walking an aisle or praying a prayer, but that you will examine what the Bible defines as “fruits of repentance” (Matthew 3:8) and see if these fruits are in your life. I pray that you will discover through this short study if you are converted or not. The Apostle Paul said we should do this…
“Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?”  (2 Corinthians 13:5).
My staff and I stand ready to discuss these matters privately with you when you are ready! God bless you as you prayerfully consider this matter of eternal importance… genuine conversion!

Jonathan Sims, Senior Pastor

Shelbyville Mills Baptist Church, Shelbyville, TN.

931-684-3625

THE EVIDENCES OF GENUINE SAVING FAITH

2 Corinthians 13:5

Matthew 7:13-28

INTRODUCTION:  “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?” (2 Corinthians 13:5)  Listen to these words, friend:

“Examine” (peirazō)  means to test or to scrutinize. As you place your soul under the test of genuine conversion from God’s Word today, will you pass or fail?
“Prove” (dokimazō) carries the idea of passing metal through the fire to test its make up.  Will what you call faith pass the test of the fire of God’s blazing Word today?

“Know” (epiginōskō) means “to know by some mark” – James Strong.  Are there any marks that identify you as a child of God?  What marks reveal “that Jesus Christ is in you?”  Are there any?  

If not, you are “reprobate” (adokimos), which is the opposite of the word “prove” above…the opposite of approved.  It means disapproved or to fail the test.  It means that when you apply the true, biblical test of salvation to your life…you fail the test.  I want to say, this is one test you had better not fail.  And yet I am convinced that so many will.
“Your own selves” (heautou) is a personal pronoun.  The point is that you need to be concerned with examining no one but yourself today!  This is a test personally applied to each of us individually here today!  So focus on no one but “your own selves” today.
In applying this test of genuine conversion to you today, let me quote a few verses of Scripture:

Jesus said:  “Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them” (Matthew 7:17-20).
The Apostle James said, “Even so faith, if it hath not works, is dead, being alone” (James 2:17).
The Apostle Paul said, “For by grace are ye saved through faith; and that not of yourselves: it is the gift of God: Not of works, lest any man should boast. For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus unto good works, which God hath before ordained that we should walk in them” (Ephesians 2:8-10).
These and many other verses teach that we are saved completely by God’s grace through faith apart from good works.  But these verses equally teach that all who are saved will bear fruits of righteousness. This is how we know for sure that we belong to Jesus Christ.
“In this the children of God are manifest, and the children of the devil: whosoever doeth not righteousness is not of God, neither he that loveth not his brother” (1 John 3:10).
“I am the vine, ye are the branches: He that abideth in me, and I in him, the same bringeth forth much fruit: for without me ye can do nothing. If a man abide not in me, he is cast forth as a branch, and is withered; and men gather them, and cast them into the fire, and they are burned” (John 15:5-6).
Do you remember my conclusion from our exposition of Romans 2:6-10?  “Don’t trust works to save your soul!  Don’t trust that your soul is saved without them!”

So based upon almost 20 years of expository preaching here is the truth that I want to share with you today that is very important!  The only evidence of genuine salvation is fruit or good works!  Let me restate it:  The only way to know for sure that you are saved is to study the Bible to find out what it describes as fruit of salvation, then “examine… prove…and know your own selves.”  Examine your life intently to see if these fruits are in your life!
I have only two main points I want to look at today:  (1) Things that are not fruits of genuine conversion (but so many people think they are) and (2) Things that are fruits of genuine conversion.

A. THINGS THAT ARE NOT EVIDENCES OF GENUINE CONVERSION:  Here is a list of things (not exhaustive) that people believe prove they are saved, but do not.  If these are the only things you are trusting in as proof that you are saved then you have been deceived.  This is going to be a shock for many who read this today!

1.  A Profession of Faith:  In the context of false professions of faith, “false prophets” (Matthew 7:15), Jesus said, “Not every one that saith unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter into the kingdom of heaven; but he that doeth the will of my Father which is in heaven” (Mathew 7:21).  The Hebrew people often repeated words for emphasis, “verily, verily” (John 3), etc.  “Lord, Lord” is an emphatic declaration.  These are people who frequently use the Lord’s name…who would boldly “prophesy in His name” (7:22) that He is the Messiah and the only way to heaven.  But notice what Jesus says to them, “And then will I profess unto them, I never knew you: depart from me, ye that work iniquity” (Mathew 7:23).
While boldly professing Jesus as Lord…in works they deny him…they “work iniquity.”  Paul warned Titus of these kind of people, “They profess that they know God; but in works they deny him, being abominable, and disobedient, and unto every good work reprobate” (Titus 1:16).
In Baptist life we have equated the “profession of faith” with salvation, but we are seeing the fruit of that in the lives of our people:

· 16.2 million members – only 5 million actively attend church.  Three fourths are not even in church.
· Divorce rates among Baptists are higher than the world surrounding us (America 25%; Christians 27%; Baptists 29%)

A profession of faith is not an evidence of genuine conversion!  Neither is “I went forward in an invitation” or “I prayed a sinner’s prayer” or “I know the date, time, and place.”  These things are sacramentalism and have no power to save at all!  Evidence of genuine conversion is not what you say, but what you do!  Has your “profession” produced any change in your life?
2. Assurance: “I Know that I’m saved”  I could give you a hundred stories of people I’ve witnessed to who are drunks and whoremongers, and when you ask them, “Sir, are you saved?” with passion they will boldly say, “I have no doubt that I am saved.”  What they are really saying is “Yes, I went forward!  I prayed the prayer!  I did what the preacher told me to do!  Why, I was even baptized.”  They are confident!  Sure!  Assured that they have a home in heaven!  

So was the group Jesus preached to in Matthew 7.  They were so sure of their salvation that they were shocked… “astonished” (7:28) to hear Jesus say, “I never knew you, depart from me ye that work iniquity”(7:23).  You may have assurance…but if you are a “worker of iniquity”, it is a false assurance!  Being bold in stating that you are saved is not an evidence of genuine conversion!

3. An Emotional Feeling:  “Thou believest that there is one God; thou doest well: the devils also believe, and tremble. But wilt thou know, O vain man, that faith without works is dead?” (James 2:19-2).  James reveals that demons have a good theology of the person and work of God…they even “tremble” …have an emotional response when they think upon the God of heaven.  But they still have dead faith because it produces no obedience to the Lord Jesus Christ!

So many people I have talked to believe they are saved because they cried during a sermon…they had “an awesome feeling.”  I’ve had people tell me when they were “saved” that “the air was cleaner, the sky was bluer, the sun was brighter, and the birds sang prettier.”  They are going to step out into eternity and face a holy God based upon the temperature, cloud coverage, and wind direction!  This is ridiculous, but this is what people do.

You can hear, tremble, cry, have “goose-bumps” and die in your sin and perish in hell.  These things are only “faith without works”, and they will not save your soul!  Emotional feelings are not an evidence of genuine conversion!

4. Church Membership / Baptism:  It is church folks Jesus prophesies against in Matthew

 7:13-28. How many people have been baptized and joined a church still lost in their sin?  Church membership is not an evidence of salvation!  Neither is baptism!
Baptism never has conveyed the grace of God to one soul!  Baptism cannot “put away the filth of the flesh [but is] the answer of a good conscience toward God” (1 Peter 3:21).  Multiplied millions today believe they will enter heaven because they have experienced the “rite” of water baptism.

All truly born again people will obediently follow the Lord’s command to be baptized (Matthew 28:19-20), but baptism and church membership are not an evidence of genuine conversion!

5. Religious Activity:  “Many will say to me in that day, Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in thy name? and in thy name have cast out devils? and in thy name done many wonderful works? (Matthew 7:22).  What a self incriminating indictment!  When called into God’s presence to be judged they argue their works!  This is proof that they never knew God!  A genuinely converted child of God would never point to works before the throne of God to prove his salvation!  He would plead the blood of Jesus alone!

Some people confuse religious activity with fruit!  They think their activity is the kind of fruit the Lord is looking for, but notice what Jesus said of them!  While they were preaching…while they were casting out demons…while they were doing their self professed wonderful works…Jesus said that they were “workers of iniquity” (7:23) in sin all the while!

Some people think they can barter with God!  Like a Catholic indulgence almost!  “God, I’ll tithe…you overlook my foul mouth.  God, I’ll go to church…you overlook my drunkenness.  God, I’ll sing in the choir…you overlook my adultery.”  The Lord says, “Know ye not that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Be not deceived: neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor abusers of themselves with mankind, 10Nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor extortioners, shall inherit the kingdom of God” (1 Corinthians 6:9-10).
Religious activity is not an evidence of genuine conversion!  Some of the most immoral and wicked people I know attend church religiously… deacons…choir members.
B.  THINGS THAT ARE EVIDENCES OF GENUINE CONVERSION:  Again, this list is not exhaustive, but here is a thorough list of things that will be present in all genuinely converted people:

1.  Genuine Love for God!   This is the first fruit of the Holy Spirit (Galatians 5:22). At conversion, “…the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given to us” (Romans 5:5).  How will I know if I have genuine love for God?

“For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments: and his commandments are not grievous” (1 John 5:3).
“And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him. But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him. He that saith he abideth in him ought himself also so to walk, even as he walked” (1 John 2:3-6).
Genuine love for God always produces obedience to His commands! You cannot legitimately say you love God if there is not obedience to His Word and His Lordship in your life!  The surest evidence of salvation is a love for God that drives me to submit and yield to His will and His Word!

2. God’s Continual Separation from Sin:  This is the doctrine of sanctification… that God separates us from the world and sin to live a holy life for His glory!  Everyone whom God saves, He sanctifies!

“For whom he did foreknow, he also did predestinate to be conformed to the image of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brethren. Moreover whom he did predestinate, them he also called: and whom he called, them he also justified: and whom he justified, them he also glorified” (Romans 8:29-30).
God chose us before the world began to be saved (foreknow and predestinate).  That choice also guarantees that we will be “conformed” into the image of Jesus.

“But we are bound to give thanks always to God for you, brethren beloved of the Lord, because God hath from the beginning chosen you to salvation through sanctification of the Spirit and belief of the truth: Whereunto he called you by our gospel, to the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ” (2 Thessalonians 2:13-14).
“Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, to the strangers scattered throughout Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, Elect according to the foreknowledge of God the Father, through sanctification of the Spirit, unto obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ: Grace unto you, and peace, be multiplied”(1 Peter 1:1-2).
Jesus taught a narrow gate and a narrow path!  He said the broad way leads to destruction (Matthew 7:13-14). It is impossible to enter the narrow gate and walk in the broad path.  The narrow gate is the entrance way into the narrow path!  Walking the broad way is evidence that you have not experienced genuine conversion!

We know that we are saved because God is continually at work in our lives, separating us from sin, making us holy, conforming us into the image of Jesus, and maturing us in Christian graces. God’s continual separation from sin is evidence that we have genuine conversion!  
3. Discipline When We Do Sin:  “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons” (Hebrews 12:6-8).
Evidence of genuine conversion is that we love God.  This love produces obedience to God and continual separation from sin.  But the fact remains that Christians do still often sin.  What happens when the Christian sins?  God disciplines, corrects, even “scourges” or whips him to turn him back into the way!
If you can sin and not experience the discipline of God, this is a crystal clear warning that you are not God’s child!  Discipline hurts, but it is a sweet reminder that I belong to God and He will not let sin have me!
4. Genuine Repentance:  “If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins, and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness” (1 John 1:9). Discipline is designed by God to drive us to repentance.  The mark of a child of God is a tender heart!  He is so easily broken by the rebuke of God!  He is contrite and genuinely sorry over his sin!  Sin grieves his heart.  He cannot enjoy it and will not abide in it!  His love for God will not allow it! So when (not if) he sins, he quickly comes clean before God!

Many are the “professing Christians” who have unconfessed sin from 20, 30, 40 years ago.  They are lost!  They can sin and it does not grieve the Spirit of God within them because He is not within them!

Genuine repentance is a heart-felt forsaking of sin!  Genuine repentance is me taking sides with God against me!  Genuine repentance is agreeing with God over my sin and putting it away! “…but the sorrow of the world worketh death” (2 Corinthians 7:10).
5. Living for God’s Glory:  Paul says God “…will render to every man according to his deeds: To them who by patient continuance in well doing seek for glory and honour and immortality, eternal life” (Romans 2:6-7). Patient continuance is the doctrine of perseverance.  Those who are saved continually persevere in seeking to do what they do for the glory of God!   Simply stated, the evidence of genuine conversion is living to please God, not self!  

6. Spiritual Maturity:  Folks who are genuinely converted will “grow in grace and knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ”(2 Peter 3:18).  They will grow “strong in the Lord and in the power of His might” (Ephesians 6:10).  They will be “rooted and grounded” (Ephesians 3:17) in Jesus.  The Bible explains how this takes place...
“And he gave some, apostles; and some, prophets; and some, evangelists; and some, pastors and teachers; For the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ: Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: That we henceforth be no more children, tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait to deceive; But speaking the truth in love, may grow up into him in all things, which is the head, even Christ” (Ephesians 4:11-15).
Spiritual maturity is a mark of genuine salvation!  Saved folks grow strong in the Lord Jesus and are not easily deceived.  They do not quit.  They do not allow their feelings to dictate to them their level of service to Christ!

7. The Fruit of the Spirit:  “But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering, gentleness, goodness, faith, Meekness, temperance: against such there is no law. And they that are Christ’s have crucified the flesh with the affections and lusts. If we live in the Spirit, let us also walk in the Spirit” (Galatian 5:22-25).  

Conclusion:  So which is it?  You are a tree. So what kind of fruit has your life produced?  Have you produced righteous fruit or unrighteous fruit?  Unrighteous fruit is telling you that you are headed for hell.  Righteous fruit is assuring some of you that you belong to Jesus.

A Simple Test:

(To help you determine if you have been regenerated…born again…saved)

By: Pastor Jonathan Sims

A Prayer: “Lord, please send your Holy Spirit to the one reading this booklet  and help them accurately determine if they are your child or not. In Jesus’ name I pray, Amen!”

Introduction: We should examine ourselves closely to see if we possess genuine faith in Christ. The Bible says, “Examine yourselves, whether ye be in the faith; prove your own selves. Know ye not your own selves, how that Jesus Christ is in you, except ye be reprobates?” (2 Corinthians 13:5).
Jesus made it very simple for us to do this. He said, “Ye shall know them by their fruits. Do men gather grapes of thorns, or figs of thistles? Wherefore by their fruits ye shall know them” (Matthew 7:16-20).Every tree that bringeth not forth good fruit is hewn down, and cast into the fire. A good tree cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. Even so every good tree bringeth forth good fruit; but a corrupt tree bringeth forth evil fruit. 
We know an orange tree because it produces oranges. We know an apple tree because it produces apples. We know a Christian because once he is saved by God’s grace alone through faith alone in Christ alone, his life begins to produce “good fruit.” We also can easily know who is not saved because his life produces “evil fruit.” It’s that simple!

Below are some (not all) of the “good fruits” that will be in the life of a person who has truly been converted to faith in Christ. I will also list some (not all) of the “evil fruits” that reveal that a person does not know Christ. As you go over this “checklist,” may God give you the grace to be completely honest and transparent. Pray and ask God to show you the truth! Heaven and hell are at stake!

1. “Good Fruits” that prove a person is saved: (Check all that apply to you.)

  A Love for God: “…the love of God is shed abroad in our hearts by the Holy Ghost which is given unto us” (Romans 5:5b).
“And thou shalt love the Lord thy God with all thy heart, and with all thy soul, and with all thy mind, and with all thy strength: this is the first commandment” (Mark 12:30).
  A Love for Others: “And the second is like, namely this, Thou shalt love thy neighbour as thyself. There is none other commandment greater than these” (Mark 12:31). 

“If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have we from him, That he who loveth God love his brother also” (1 John 4:20-21).
  A Love for God’s Word, the Bible: “But whoso keepeth his word, in him verily is the love of God perfected: hereby know we that we are in him” (1 John 2:5).
“Thy word have I hid in mine heart, that I might not sin against thee” (Psalm 119:11).
  A Love for God’s House, the Local Church: “Not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is; but exhorting one another: and so much the more, as ye see the day approaching” (Hebrews 10:25). 

“Husbands, love your wives, even as Christ also loved the church, and gave himself for it” (Ephesians 5:25).
  A Love of Truth and Righteousness: “And with all deceivableness of unrighteousness in them that perish; because they received not the love of the truth, that they might be saved” 
(2 Thessalonians 2:10).
  A Hatred of Sin and Wrong: “The fear of the LORD is to hate evil: pride, and arrogancy, and the evil way, and the froward mouth, do I hate” (Proverbs 8:13).
“I have refrained my feet from every evil way, that I might keep thy word” (Psalm 119:101).
  Discipline and Correction from God when We Do Sin: “For whom the Lord loveth he chasteneth, and scourgeth every son whom he receiveth. But if ye be without chastisement, whereof all are partakers, then are ye bastards, and not sons” (Hebrews 12:6-8).If ye endure chastening, God dealeth with you as with sons; for what son is he whom the father chasteneth not? 
  A Continual Maturing / Growing Stronger in Christ: “But grow in grace, and in the knowledge of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. To him be glory both now and for ever. Amen” (2 Peter 3:17-18). 

“Being confident of this very thing, that he which hath begun a good work in you will perform it until the day of Jesus Christ” (Philippians 1:6). 

  Joy: “the fruit of the Spirit is…joy” 
(Galatians 5:22).
  Peace: “the fruit of the Spirit is…peace” (Galatians 5:22).
  Patience: “the fruit of the Spirit is…long-suffering” (Galatians 5:22).
  Gentleness: “the fruit of the Spirit is…gentleness” (Galatians 5:22).
  Goodness: “the fruit of the Spirit is…goodness” (Galatians 5:22).
  Faith: “the fruit of the Spirit is…faith” (Galatians 5:22).
  Humility: “the fruit of the Spirit is…meekness” (Galatians 5:23).
  Self Control: “the fruit of the Spirit is  …temperance” (Galatians 5:23). 

2. “Evil Fruits” that prove a person has never been saved: (Check all that apply to you.)
The Bible says that persons who “do” the following things will “not inherit the kingdom of God” (Galatians 5:21).  The word “do” is the Greek word prasso from which we get the English word “practice.” It means to repeatedly perform these acts.  Thus, it is a habitual attitude toward sin…a lifestyle.  If any of these sins are habitually repeated in your life, it is proof that you have never been made a “new creature in Christ Jesus” 
(2 Corinthians 5:17). 

Read Galatians 5:19-21
  Adultery
  Fornication – (premarital sex)
  Idolatry – (anything can become an idol!)

  Witchcraft
  Hatred

  Murder
  Drunkenness

Read 1 Corinthians 6:9-11
  Homosexuality
  Theft / Stealing
  Extortion

  Uncontrolled lusts / “coveting”
  Lying: “But the fearful, and unbelieving, and the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars, shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second death” (Revelation 21:8).
 Prostitution / Sexual Immorality (See Revelation 21:8 above.)  
  Disregard for God’s Word, the Bible: “And hereby we do know that we know him, if we keep his commandments. He that saith, I know him, and keepeth not his commandments, is a liar, and the truth is not in him” (1 John 2:3-4).
 Hatred of Others: “If a man say, I love God, and hateth his brother, he is a liar: for he that loveth not his brother whom he hath seen, how can he love God whom he hath not seen? And this commandment have we from him, that he who loveth God love his brother also” (1 John 4:20-21). 
  Any Habitual Pattern of Sin:  (The tense of the verbs in these verses denotes a pattern of sin as a lifestyle.) “Whosoever abideth in him sinneth not: whosoever sinneth hath not seen him, neither known him. He that committeth sin is of the devil; for the devil sinneth from the beginning” (1 John 3:6-9).Little children, let no man deceive you: he that doeth righteousness is righteous, even as he is righteous. 
Conclusion: So what kind of “tree” are you? What kind of “fruit” is your life producing, “good” or “evil?” This is the answer to your question of whether you are saved or not. 
New Testament Baptism

Selected Texts

Introduction: Today we are “turning a page” in our understanding of both biblical conversion and New Testament baptism. A precedent is being established that will from this point forward define how and who we present to this body as a candidate for New Testament Baptism. 
When we baptize people you will know that they have been through extensive counseling and give every evidence that they have been gloriously and miraculously converted. You will hear their testimonies of conversion before we baptize them. I think you’ll discover as we study God’s Word that what we are doing is the biblical way of doing baptism and I know what you are about to witness will glorify God and edify the church. 
Title: New Testament Baptism

Text: Acts 2:41

Introduction: I want to share with you seven truths about New Testament Baptism:

1. New Testament Baptism is Believer’s Baptism: “Then they that gladly received his word were baptized…” Peter just stood on the day of Pentecost and preached his fiery gospel message about the death, burial, and resurrection of Jesus Christ (2:14-37). When Peter finished preaching, the Word says, “Now when they heard this they were pricked in their heart, and said unto Peter and to the rest of the apostles, Men and brethren, what shall we do?” Here is a picture of genuine conversion: 

· The Word was preached: The gospel “is the power of God unto salvation to everyone that believeth” (Romans 1:16). “Faith cometh by hearing and hearing by the Word of God” (Romans 10:17). 
· The Spirit moved: “they were pricked in their heart.” The Spirit was at work “convincing men of sin, righteousness, and judgment”(John 16:8).  The Holy Spirit was “quickening” men who were “dead in trespasses and sin” (Ephesians 2:1). 
· The result was humble acceptance of truth! “They gladly received his Word.” The Spirit caused these people to “…receive with meekness the engrafted word, which is able to save your souls” (James 1:21), and they were converted…saved!
· Then, they were all baptized! That is the New Testament pattern! “Repent and be baptized” (Acts 2:38).  Belief, salvation, and conversion must precede baptism! You must be saved before you are baptized!
The Eunuch: “And as they went on their way, they came unto a certain water: and the eunuch said, See, here is water; what doth hinder me to be baptized? And he commanded the chariot to stand still: and they went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him” (Acts 8:36-38).And Philip said, If thou believest with all thine heart, thou mayest. And he answered and said, I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of God. 
The Apostle Paul: “And he trembling and astonished said, Lord, what wilt thou have me to do? And the Lord said unto him, Arise, and go into the city, and it shall be told thee what thou must do” (Acts 9:6). “ And now why tarriest thou? arise, and be baptized, and wash away thy sins, calling on the name of the Lord” (Acts 22:16). 

Lydia: “And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, which worshipped God, heard us: whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things which were spoken of Paul. And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there. And she constrained us” (Acts 16:14-15).
The Philippian Jailer: “And brought them out, and said, Sirs, what must I do to be saved? And he took them the same hour of the night, and washed their stripes; and was baptized, he and all his, straightway” (Acts 16:30-33). 
And they spake unto him the word of the Lord, and to all that were in his house. And they said, Believe on the Lord Jesus Christ, and thou shalt be saved, and thy house. 
Application: Obviously then, New Testament baptism is not…
· Infant baptism – because no infant can exercise saving faith!

· Not necessary for salvation, for salvation must precede baptism!

2. New Testament Baptism is by Immersion: The word “baptize” (baptizō) means “to immerse or submerge, as of the sinking of a vessel” – Thayer. It means to bury something completely! Baptism pictures the “death, burial and resurrection” of Jesus (See Romans 6:1-5). When we are baptized, we are showing outwardly that we have been “buried with Christ in death” (Romans 6:3)…that we have been completely immersed into Jesus Christ!
· After John the Baptist baptized Jesus, the Bible says, “And Jesus, when he was baptized, went up straightway out of the water…” (Mathew 3:16). 
· When Philip baptized the Eunuch, the Bible says they “…went down both into the water, both Philip and the eunuch; and he baptized him.  And when they were come up out of the water…” (Acts 8:38-39).
· And Romans 6 says in baptism we are “buried with him by baptism” (6:4). 
The only mode of baptism that presents the truth of the gospel and the reality of conversion is baptism by immersion! “Sprinkling” in completely foreign to the Bible and does not picture our death with Christ nor our resurrection with Christ!

3. New Testament Baptism is Your Public Profession of Faith!  Christ was born publicly, ministered publicly, called His disciples publicly, died in agony on the cross publicly, and appeared after His resurrection publicly. Jesus requires that when we come to Him we come publicly.
"Whosoever therefore shall confess me before men, him will I confess also before my Father which is in heaven.  But whosoever shall deny me before men, him will I also deny before my Father which is in heaven" (Mathew 10:32-33).
Peter called these Jews, who fifty days earlier had crucified the Lord Jesus, to now come and unashamedly receive public baptism in the “name of Jesus Christ” (Acts 2:38)!  They were to come and receive public water baptism in the name of Jesus so that everyone would know they were  Christians (followers of the Lord).  Baptism was the dividing line between the Jew and the cross.

When a Jew was baptized, he was cast out of the synagogue and treated just like Jesus was treated! Immediate persecution was the result for one who so identified with Jesus of Nazareth. 

All people who have been converted and desire baptism should be able and willing to read their testimony of conversion publicly before this congregation! The Bible says they did this “gladly.” The public profession of faith is not “walking the aisle” of a church. The public profession of faith is sharing your faith, your conversion to Christ, and then obeying the Lord by submitting to baptism by immersion!

I want to be careful to point out that some will give deeper testimonies than others. Some have a deeper grasp of conversion than others. Not all will give the same depth of testimony, but all must give testimony…all must “confess with thy mouth the Lord Jesus” (Romans 10:9). No one can do that for you! 

Since Jesus hung naked on a Roman cross beside a Roman interstate highway, you should be willing to overcome your fears and inhibitions of speaking in front of people and give testimony to the life-changing power of Christ!

4. New Testament Baptism Pictures Genuine Conversion (Romans 6:3-5): 

(A) Justification: “buried with Him by baptism into death” (6:4).  Baptism pictures our being declared righteous by God because we are “in Christ.”
(B) Sanctification: “raised…to walk in newness of life” (6:4b). Having experienced the “power of His resurrection” (Philippians 2:10), we go forth to live differently because we are changed!
(C) Glorification: “by the glory of God the Father” (6:4). 

We state it this way: “Baptism is an outward expression of an inner transformation.” We, with our bodies, give witness to the fact that we have experienced genuine conversion. Baptism has no saving power.  It is a “figure” (antitupon), a representation…a picture of the reality.
“The like figure whereunto even baptism doth also now save us (not the putting away of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God,) by the resurrection of Jesus Christ.”  (1 Peter 3:21).
The baptismal candidate must have already been converted or baptism has absolutely no meaning at all. In fact, it denies the very gospel of Jesus Christ!
5. New Testament Baptism is a Command of Christ: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost: Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you always, even unto the end of the world. Amen” (Mathew 28:19-20).
Everywhere the gospel goes, baptism is to follow! Every person who is saved by Jesus Christ is commanded to be baptized in obedience to Christ! Baptism is your first act of obedience after you are converted! It shows your willingness and surrender to Jesus to be the Lord of your life! One of the first “fruits” of genuine conversion will be a deep desire to be baptized (and to take the Lord’s Supper!). 
6.  New Testament Baptism is Trinitarian: “Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost…” (Matthew 28:19). Why? Because the entire God-head was and is at work in our salvation! Ephesians 1 reveals the following:
· God the Father “chose us…before the foundation of the world” (1:4a).
· God the Son provided “redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sin” (1:7).
· God the Spirit “sealed us…unto the praise of His glory” (1:14).
When we baptize “in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost,” we acknowledge that God is Father, God is Son, and God is Holy Spirit, and all three persons provided our eternal redemption!
7. New Testament Baptism is Administered Only by the Local Church: “Then they that received His Word were baptized and the same day there were added unto them about three thousand souls” (Acts 2:41).  When saved and baptized, these new converts were “added to them” the church! Only the church has the authority to administer the ordinances, baptism and the Lord’s Supper! Baptism is an ordinance of the church!
When a person is baptized, he is “added to the church,” that is, he becomes a member accountable to the authority of the elders and congregation. No one should ever be baptized by anyone but the church and its duly appointed representative! No one should ever be baptized unless he is regenerated and ready to join the church and come under her authority to teach him, hold him accountable, and if necessary, discipline him!

Application: As you read this booklet today, and as you witness New Testament baptism, may we be thrilled in the joy of our Lord and never accept anything less again!

Preparing Your Testimony

In preparation for your baptism, write a brief statement (1 to 1 ½ pages) that describes your conversion experience. Please follow this outline:

1. My life before Jesus Christ

2. Specific sin the Spirit convicted me of

3. How God led me to repentance

4. My life since I have been saved

10

